
Over the holiday season many highway projects were placed on hiatus to avoid
unnecessary congestion during one of the busiest times of the year.  With schools back
in session and many commuters settling back into travel routines, the Hawaii
Department of Transportation (HDOT) is preparing to tackle two major projects under
the H-1 Corridor umbrella that promise to significantly improve two of the
busiest segments along the H-1.  

The first project is the widening of the Punahou Street off-ramp.  This
project is scheduled to begin in March.  (See the back of this newsletter for more
information.)

The second project is the Kalanianaole Highway water main and resurfacing
project.  As many East Oahu residents know, the water lines along Kalanianaole
Highway near Kahala Mall have been a source of repeated breaks for some time
now, resulting in frustrating traffic congestion.  With the replacement of those
water mains and the road resurfacing that will follow, the completion of this
project promises a smoother ride for all heading to or coming from East Oahu.

From Feb. 21 to 23, road crews will cone off two lanes on Kalanianaole
Highway for preliminary work on the 21-month project.  A contraflow lane will
be set up between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., but we expect minimal traffic impact from
these early lane closures.  After that work is finished, the state will begin a six-week
project to install a traffic light at Analii Street and Kalanianaole Highway, which will
require road workers to cone off one lane at a time as they lay electrical conduit
underground.  Actual water line work on Kalanianaole will begin in April.  Presently,
the Hawaii Department of Health has not made a decision whether to issue a noise
variance that would allow the HDOT to utilize nighttime work.

With these and a number of projects still being completed along the H-1, it’s
important for everyone who drives past these work areas to do so with caution and
patience.  To help you through these hot spots, please continue to utilize roadside
notices, our H-1 hotline (587-2345) and our web site (www.state.hi.us/dot).  In
addition, watch for our third H-1 Construction Projects tabloid in the newspaper, which
will provide detailed maps of traffic detours and further information on H-1 projects.

Sincerely,

Brian Minaai
Director
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For more information, 
call the H-1 Hotline at 587-2345

or visit the DOT web site at: 
www.state.hi.us/dot



PUNAHOU STREET OFF-RAMP 
TO RECEIVE ADDITIONAL LANE

he H-1 freeway’s most utilized off-ramp
will be widened this year, resulting in
smoother traffic flow off the freeway onto

Punahou Street and into the Makiki area.  
Contractor Hawaiian Dredging will begin

work in March, with daytime work hours from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Throughout construction, only one lane closure at
a time will occur.  

The existing freeway lane approaching and

entering the off-ramp will be widened to two
lanes, and a right-turn lane will be added onto
Punahou Street.  

The freeway barrier along the Shriner’s
Hospital property line will be pushed back, and
the resulting space will be utilized for the new exit
lane.   Work will also include the upgrading of
signs, utilities, underdrains, lighting, curb ramps,
signals, pavement markings, and guardrails.
Finally, the off-ramp will be repaved. 

T

DAYS / HOURS LO C ATION P RO J E C T TRAFFIC IMPACT 

Sunday-Thursday H-1, between Lunalilo and  Seismic retrofit Lane closures 
9 p.m.-5 a.m. Punchbowl Streets Barrier upgrade

Highway lighting upgrade
Bridge joint replacement

9 p.m.-5 a.m. Wilder and Kinau Streets Barrier upgrade Lane closures
with possible  
ramp closures 

Feb.21-23 Kalanianaole Highway, Preliminary water Contraflow lane to
9 a.m.-3 p.m. townbound, between Kalaniiki  line work provide two lanes in

and Ainakoa Streets both directions

Monday-Friday H-1, between Punahou St. and Barrier upgrade Single freeway 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. Kapiolani Interchange Highway lighting upgrade lane closures

Bridge joint replacement
Guardrail upgrade

Kapiolani on- and off-ramps Seismic retrofit Ramp/lane 
Guardrail upgrade closures
Bridge joint replacement

Lunalilo St., between Keeaumoku Paving Lane closures
and Ernest Streets Water line work (local traffic allowed;

on-ramp to remain 
open)

Metcalf St., between McCully Water line work Lane closure and 
and Alexander Streets possible block closure

Ward Ave., between Kinalau Water line work Lane closures
Pl. to Kinau St.

Makiki Viaduct, on Piikoi and Seismic retrofit Lane closures
Lunalilo Streets

Daily Palama St., in the vicinity of Seismic retrofit 24-hour single lane 
24-hour the Palama separation closure

Halona St., in the vicinity of Seismic retrofit 24-hour single lane 
Vineyard/Halona west on-ramp closure

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE OF PROJECTS


